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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM CHURCH AND SOCIETY COUNCIL, THE CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND 

 

1. Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by 
parents or carers? It will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable 
chastisement. Please provide an explanation for your response. What groups would 
be impacted by the change (for example, parents, children, public services, the legal 
profession, etc)? 

 
Yes, the Church of Scotland supports the Bill‟s aim to end the physical punishment of 
children by parents or carers by abolishing the defence of reasonable chastisement. 
 
In 2016, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland affirmed that physical punishment 
of children is a violent act, and that violence is damaging to a person‟s mental and physical 
health. 
 
It also called on the Scottish Government to acknowledge the recommendations of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and remove the defence of 
reasonable chastisement from the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003. 
 
The Church came to this conclusion as a result of theological interpretation and a human 
rights perspective, where it was decided that it is right for the Church to support measures 
to enable equal protection for children, as well as adults. 
 
The values instilled in childhood are the values that will ultimately be carried through to 
adulthood. The Church believes that all individuals have been created equal in the sight of 
God and should be valued as such. 
 
The Church‟s report to the 2016 General Assembly states: 
 
“How we treat, love, nurture and discipline our children undoubtedly has profound and far-
reaching implications for how they will live, behave and relate to others in society as adults.  
 
“Arguably, if children have learned from the significant adults in their lives that violence is 
an acceptable response, then that is how they will respond. Jesus said, „Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.‟  
 
“The task of making peace surely begins with the values we instil in our children and the 
examples we set.” 
 
In Mark 10, Jesus welcomed children being brought for blessing, even when adults 
objected, and rebuked those who would have prevented this from happening. Later in the 
gospels Jesus affirms that the Kingdom of God belongs to children. Such incidents 
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significantly challenge and subvert conventional views about the status of children, their 
place within society and subsequent treatment.  
 
Within the New Testament especially we find the compelling suggestion that children are 
not merely adults in training, who are therefore in some sense lesser, but that they hold 
inherent value, worth and wisdom and that, accordingly they are to be cherished and 
enabled to flourish. 
 
We believe that in order for children to flourish and make a positive contribution to society, 
discipline is necessary. However the way in which parents and carers demonstrate this 
discipline will shape the way in which these children will lead their adult lives. As Christians 
we look to the example of Jesus and the way he included children in his teaching.  
 
In 2013, the Church of Scotland affirmed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
European Convention on Human Rights. The Church supports the implementation of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the protections offered 
to children within it. The proposed legal change in this Bill would enable Scotland to better 
comply with the UNCRC. 
 
The current status means that in Scotland today, children under the age of 16 have less 
legal protection from assault than adults. The removal of the defence of reasonable 
chastisement from the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 would mean that children and 
adults would  have equal legal protection.  
 
In the context of considering issues from a theological basis and support for the 
development of an international human rights framework, it is right for the Church to support 
measures to oppose corporal punishment of children. This move respects children as 
rights-holders and encourages them to use non-violent methods of conflict resolution in 
adult life. 
 
The Church believes that the resort to violence should cease to be acceptable as our 
society comes to understand its negative impact. It is a positive shift away from the idea 
that violence is acceptable in the home, and a recognition of non-violent forms of parents 
and their effectiveness. 
 
What groups would be impacted by the change (for example, parents, children, 
public services, the legal profession, etc)? 
Children, parents, and families. 
 
2. Do you see any additional impact on groups with protected characteristics? 
The proposed change will mean that children (individuals under 16 years of age) have 
increased protections so that they have the same rights and protections as adults. 
 
3. Are there any equalities and human rights issues raised by the approach taken in 
the Bill that should be considered? 
Under the terms of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), every child has 
the right to survival, protection and education, and governments are required to meet 
children‟s basic needs and help them reach their full potential. 
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It identifies that every child has basic fundamental rights which include the right to 
protection from violence, abuse or neglect. It is important that the Bill supports this 
fundamental right fully and is explicit in doing so. 
 
4. Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you as an 
individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting information.  
The Church will seek to promote resources to support the development of non-violent 
parenting skills to church congregations. 

 
Please tell us about any other comments you feel are relevant to the Bill. 
The Church of Scotland believes that this is the time to recognise in law that violence 
against children of any form is wrong and cannot be justified. It runs counter to the example 
that Jesus himself set, and the principles set out in the Gospel. 
 
The Church promotes the hope that all people can live a life in all its fullness. Ensuring that 
children have the same legal protection from assault as adults is one way that it can help to 
make this possible. 
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